Linking key functions and important aspects of care: perspectives on perioperative, medical-surgical, and perinatal nursing.
Most professions are defined, at least in part, by the functions they perform. Nursing, it its pursuit of a definition, has begun to define its scientific functional base. This article attempts to advance that definition by outlining generic functions that define the practice of nursing. The study described in the article used these generic functions to determine what quality professionals perceived to be the key functions in medical-surgical, perioperative, and perinatal nursing. Once defined, these key functions can serve as the basis for specialty discipline standards development, research, indicator development, and competency definition, assessment, and improvement.